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PERSONAL LEARNING REQUIREMENTS 
22696VIC VDSS - Certificate II in Renewable Energy Technologies and 
Applications (Energy Supply Stream) 

 
What you need to know before starting 
This document explains what you should be ready to do when you begin the Certificate II Renewable 
Energy course, the types of learning activities you will take part in, and the reasonable adjustments and 
support arrangements that may be discussed with you, your school and The Gordon. 
 
About the course 
The Cert II Renewable Energy course is designed for senior secondary school students interested in 
renewable energy technologies and applications who would like to explore possible future renewable 
energy study, training and career pathways. 
You do not need previous experience in renewable energy, electrical work or trades to start this course. 
 
During the course, you will learn about things like: 

• renewable energy and sustainability 
• workplace health and safety 
• research, report writing and presentation 
• energy supply systems 
• basic electrical concepts and circuits 
• tools, equipment and materials 
• planning and completing practical projects 
• working with other people. 

 
You will develop your knowledge and skills over the two years of the course. You are not expected to begin 
with industry-level technical knowledge, practical skills or professional workplace experience. 
This is an introductory VET Delivered to Secondary Students course. Completing the course does not 
qualify you to work as an electrician, install renewable energy systems or carry out licensed electrical 
work.  
On successful completion, you will be awarded a Certificate II in Renewable Energy Technologies and 
Applications. Students who choose to leave the course before the full two years will receive a Statement of 
Attainment with confirmation of the units they have successfully completed.  
 
What you should be ready to do 
When you start the course, you should be willing to: 

• attend class regularly and arrive ready to learn 
• take part in classroom, project and supervised practical activities 
• listen to instructions and ask questions when something is unclear 
• follow safety directions and agreed workshop rules 
• treat teachers and other students respectfully 
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• work with other students when completing group activities 
• make a genuine effort and always ask for help when you need it 
• use feedback to improve your work. 

These are starting expectations. Skills such as technical communication, teamwork, problem-solving, 
practical tool use and industry knowledge will be developed throughout the course. 
 
Communication and working with others 
During the course, you will be asked to: 

• listen to instructions from your teacher or supervisor 
• ask and answer questions 
• discuss ideas and possible solutions 
• work as part of a small group 
• record information and explain what you have done 
• give a short presentation or contribute to a group presentation. 

You are not expected to communicate like an experienced industry worker when you begin. Your 
confidence and communication skills will develop through practice, feedback and guidance from your 
teacher. 
 
Reading and writing activities 
You will complete reading and writing activities related to the course. These will include: 

• reading instructions, safety information and short technical texts 
• obtaining information from online sources, diagrams, tables, labels and product information 
• completing worksheets, checklists and simple records 
• recording observations, measurements and test results 
• writing short answers, explanations or project notes 
• preparing slides or other information for a presentation. 

Your teachers will explain unfamiliar technical words, symbols and abbreviations. Tell your teacher or 
school if you use assistive technology or need course materials in an accessible format so that appropriate 
arrangements can be discussed. 
 
Maths activities 
You will use practical maths during the course. Activities could include: 

• taking and recording measurements 
• working with units like volts, amps, watts, millimetres and degrees 
• using a calculator 
• substituting numbers into simple formulas 
• comparing values 
• reading tables, charts or graphs 
• completing simple calculations related to energy, circuits, materials or drawings. 
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You are not expected to begin the course with advanced electrical maths. Formulas and calculation 
methods will be introduced and practised during the course, with plenty of examples and guidance from 
your teacher. 
 
Digital activities 
You will use computers or other digital devices for some of your learning and assessment activities. You 
will need to: 

• log in using a username and password 
• access course materials online 
• complete simple online or internet research 
• create, save and organise files 
• prepare a document, table or presentation 
• upload or submit work 
• use basic course-related software or online learning tools. 

You do not need advanced computer skills. Tell your teacher if you need help using a device, software or 
the online learning system. 
 
Practical activities and safety 
The course is project-based and includes supervised practical hands-on activities. Depending on the 
project stage and the units you are studying, you will: 

• wear required personal protective equipment like safety glasses or high-vis vests 
• use selected hand tools and portable tools 
• handle small components, materials and training equipment 
• assemble, adjust or test basic circuits and renewable energy system components 
• use measuring and test equipment 
• mark out and complete simple fabrication activities 
• work at a bench, table or other approved training area 
• clean and store tools and equipment after use. 

Your teacher will demonstrate unfamiliar equipment and procedures before you are expected to use them. 
 
You must follow safety instructions and tell your teacher immediately if: 

• you do not understand an instruction 
• you identify a possible risk or hazard 
• you feel unable to complete an activity safely 
• equipment appears damaged or unsafe 
• you need help from your teacher or an agreed adjustment to complete the activity safely. 

The course does not require you to arrive with the strength, mobility or ability of an experienced worker or 
tradesperson. Practical activities will reflect the actual training and assessment requirements of the 
course. 
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Support and reasonable adjustment 
The Gordon will work with students, parents or carers and schools to discuss reasonable adjustments that 
may help a student participate in the course. The discussion will also clarify what support, equipment or 
assistive technology can be provided or arranged, and who will be responsible for providing it. 
 
Some equipment, assistive technology or specialist support may need to be provided or arranged by the 
student’s school, family or another support provider. 
 
Reasonable adjustments may be made to how you access learning or complete assessment. Adjustments 
are discussed individually with you, your school and The Gordon. Depending on your needs and the 
requirements of the course, they could include: 
• course documents provided in an agreed accessible electronic format, where this can reasonably 

be arranged  
• use of your own approved screen-reading, magnification or other assistive technology  
• enlarged diagrams or reasonable changes to lighting, where these can be arranged  
• use of approved adapted tools, equipment or workstations that are available or arranged with your 

school or another support provider  
• additional time or planned rest breaks, where appropriate  
• written instructions clarified, divided into smaller steps or provided in an agreed format  
• an agreed alternative way of recording some assessment evidence, where the assessment 

requirements allow  
• reasonable changes to how reading, writing, maths or digital activities are presented or completed  
• instructions provided verbally, visually, electronically or in smaller steps, where appropriate.  

Adjustments are considered individually. They must allow you to meet the essential course and assessment 
requirements and participate safely, but they should not require every student to complete a task in the 
same way. 
 
The student, their school and The Gordon will discuss who is responsible for providing any equipment, 
technology or specialist support needed as part of the agreed arrangements. 
 
Using an agreed reasonable adjustment or your own approved assistive technology does not mean that 
course requirements are being lowered. 
 
 
Before you enrol 
Students, parents, carers and schools are encouraged to discuss any questions about the course before 
enrolment. 
 
 It is especially helpful to contact The Gordon early if you: 

• are unsure whether the course is suitable for you 
• would like more information about the learning or practical activities 
• use your own assistive technology or have existing support arrangements 
• have a disability, health condition or learning need 
• may need a reasonable adjustment or would like to discuss what learning support can be provided 

or arranged. 
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The purpose of this conversation is to help you understand the course, identify possible reasonable 
adjustments and clarify any support, equipment or assistive technology that may need to be provided or 
arranged by you, your school, family or another support provider. 
 

You should discuss your concerns with us before enrolling in your course and can start the conversation by 
contacting our Customer Service team at: 
 

Customer Service 
Phone: 03 5225 0500 
Email: courinfo@gordontafe.edu.au 
 
VETDSS course and support enquiries 
Contact your school’s VET coordinator or student support contact in the first instance. Your school can 
work with The Gordon to discuss reasonable adjustments and any support, equipment or assistive 
technology arrangements. 
The Gordon’s Disability Support or Learning Support teams may be consulted about possible adjustments. 
Access to particular services, equipment or ongoing support will need to be confirmed. 
 

• VDSS Team: Contact us about VDSS 
 
 

You can also contact any of our support services: 
• Disability Support Team: https://www.thegordon.edu.au/future-students/student-services/disability-

support 
• Learning Support Services: https://www.thegordon.edu.au/quick-links/gordon-students/learning-

support 
• Career Counselling: https://www.thegordon.edu.au/future-students/student-services/career-

services 
• Contact the Geelong or Werribee Skills and Jobs Centre here: https://www.thegordon.edu.au/skills-

and-jobs-centre/about-us 

You can view all courses offered at The Gordon here: https://www.thegordon.edu.au/courses/all-courses 
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